9th International Conference on Maltese Linguistics

16 September 2025
08:30 — 09:00
09:00 — 09:05
09:05 — 09:45
09:45-10:10
10:10 — 10:35
10:35 - 10:55
10:55 - 11:20
11:20 — 11:45
11:45 -12:10
12:10 - 12:35
12:35 - 13:50
13:50 — 14:15

Registration
Welcome
Chair Ruben van de Vijver

Plenary: Jessica Nieder
The State of Maltese Linguistic Research: Growth, Gaps and
Groundwork for the Future

Slavomir Céplé
An Overview of Word Classes in Maltese

Ray Fabri
N-N compounds in Maltese

Morning Break
Chair Maike Vorholt

Thomas Stolz
Maltese superiative constructions competing with each other

Luca Gal
Evaluative Morphology in Contact: Italo-Romance Influence in
Maltese and Griko

Raffaello Bezzina
Derivational Affixes in Maltese:
A Study of Word-Formation in a Morphologically Mixed Language

Michela Vella
The Curious Case of Maltese Child Language Acquisition:
Nominal Infection & Agreement

Lunch Break
Chair Ray Fabri

Maike Vorholt

Maltese prepositions in coordinating constructions — On the way to a

hierarchy of influencing factors



14:15 - 14:40
14:40 — 15:05
15:05 - 15:25
15:25 -15:50
15:50 — 16:50

18:30

Kirsty Azzopardi
Quo vadis, Maltese? Active participles and motion event encoding

Maris Camilleri
The Imperfective Cycle as manifest in Maltese

Afternoon Break
Chair Raffaello Bezzina

Dominique Caubet, Michael Spagnol & Michela Vella
A comparative study of babytalk in Maltese, Moroccan & Pantiscu

Workshop: Michael Spagnol & Jessica Nieder
Deep roots, new branches

Michael Spagnol & Jessica Nieder
Introduction | Rethinking roots in Maltese

Kellen Parker van Dam
Computational methods for identification of roots and forms in
Maltese verbs

Adam Ussishkin & Jessica Nieder

Rooted in Morphology: Evidence against semantics in Hebrew
verbal access

Conference Dinner



9th International Conference on Maltese Linguistics

17 September 2025
09:15-09:40
09:40 - 10:05
10:05-10:30
10:30 — 10:50
10:50 — 11:15
11:15 - 11:40
11:40 — 12:05

12:05 — 12:30
12:30 — 13:45
13:45 — 14:10

Chair Michela Vella

Ray Fabri & Thomas Pace
Managing the Maltese language

Ben Matthews
Maltese Sign Language and the Sign Language
Community

Mohammed Alshahrani & Zihan Chen

Can Saudi speakers successfully understand
Maltese? A study on the level of mediated mutual
intelligibility between Gulf Arabic and Maltese

Morning Break
Chair Thomas Stolz

Sarah Grech
Describing prescribed Maltese: Maltese SEC exam
reports 2006-2019

Luke Galea & Adam Ussishkin
The acoustic properties of the [1]-vowel in the definite
article

Marie Alexander
A Study towards Resolving the Status of §j and ‘w’in
Standard Maltese

Alexandra Vella & Amy Borg
The sound(s) that got away: Using a spoken corpus
to investigate deletion in Maltese connected speech

Lunch Break
Chair Michael Spagnol

Luke Galea
A preliminary discussion on coda clusters in Maltese



14:10 — 14:35

14:35 - 15:00
15:00 — 15:20
15:20 — 16:00

Aviad Albert, Maria Lialiou, Alexandra Vella & Martine
Grice

The puzzle of early H peaks in Maltese and Maltese
English intonation

Amanda Muscat & Alexandra Vella
Disfluency and Personality: Exploring
speaker-specific variation in spoken Maltese

Afternoon break
Chair Raffaello Bezzina

GHILM Business Meeting



